
 

New Zealand - South Island 
The second part of the trip takes you across the South Island of New Zealand. The landscapes remain 

breathtakingly beautiful and the mountain and fjord scenery make it unique and worth seeing. 

Although the routes on the South Island are a bit longer, you will fly with the Cessna 172 (depending 

on the installation with G1000 or with analog instruments). 

Note: The magnetic variation in New Zealand is very high. At the starting airport in Wellington 22.9 

degrees east, at the destination in Queenstown it is already 24.8 degrees east. The information of 

points of the compass in the navigation log refers to the true point of the compass without 

consideration of the magnetic deviation. 

During your trip you will have to refuel. Fuel is not available at all airports, so make sure that you can 

reach your destination in time. 

No. of Legs: 12 

Total distance: 928 nm 
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LEGS 

LEG 1: NZWN - NZNS  

Departure: Wellington Intl (NZWN) 

Destination: Nelson (NZNS) 

Distance: 84,5 nm 

 

POI1-Arapoa Islands 

 

Distance: 23,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 23,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 61,3 nm 

True Course: 287°  

Magnetic Course: 265°  

The journey continues in Wellington, the destination of the first part about the North Island of New 

Zealand. You fly the route of the ferry from Wellington to Picton. After takeoff, you turn south to the 

sea and follow the coast to the northwest. From the southern tip of the coast you fly in about 273 

degrees magnetic and after a few miles you see the rugged coast of the South Island. 

Fly towards the strait in front of Arapoa Islands. 
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POI2-Picton 

 

Distance: 13,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 36,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 47,7 nm 

True Course: 258°  

Magnetic Course: 235°  

Turn to the southeast and fly over the fjord. After about 7 nautical miles, you fly again a short distance 

in a north-northeast direction, and then resume the original direction. In front of the peninsula, which 

reaches far into the sea, is Waikawa, behind it is the entrance for the ferry towards Picton. 

In Waikawa is the Waikawa Marina, one of the largest marinas in New Zealand. The marina has 600 

berths for yachts and 70 individual lockable boathouses. Waikawa serves as a gateway to the 

Marlborough Sounds and famous hiking trails such as the Queen Charlotte Track. 

POI3-Havelock 

 

Distance: 11,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 36,0 nm 

True Course: 268°  

Magnetic Course: 245°  

But you continue to fly along the coast, the Grove Arm, as the fjord is called here. At the end of the 

fjord you pass the mountain on the left and thus fly over land for a short distance. Over the 

Mahakipawa Arm you come in the west to the mouth of the Te Hoiere / Pelorus River. South of the 

mouth is Havelock. 

Havelock is the center of New Zealand's green-lipped mussel industry and is known as the green-

lipped mussel capital of the world. Freeze-dried and in powder form, this mussel is traded worldwide 

as a sought-after dietary supplement and is also highly sought-after as a seafood. 

Havelock also serves as the base for a mail boat that serves the remote communities in the 

Marlborough Sounds, as well as many fishing and pleasure boats. 
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POI4-Pelorus Bridge 

 

Distance: 8,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 57,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 27,4 nm 

True Course: 256°  

Magnetic Course: 234°  

Fly upstream on the Te Hoiere River. State Highway 6 accompanies the river. Before the Pelorus 

Bridge, the Rai River joins the Te Hoiere. 

This area is fantastic for camping and is known for its wonderful swimming in the river where the 

Pelorus River flows through a gorge. In the Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve, the river was used as a 

filming location for the barrel rider scene in The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug, which added to the 

area's popularity for river rafting. 

POI5-Carluke 

 

Distance: 4,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 22,6 nm 

True Course: 7°  

Magnetic Course: 344°  

Turn north and fly over the course of the Rai River for about 5 nautical miles through the valley. At a 

fork in the valley, Highway 6 separates from the Rai River. 

POI6-Whangamoa 

 

Distance: 4,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 66,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 18,1 nm 

True Course: 323°  

Magnetic Course: 301°  

The main direction of Highway 6 leads you to the northwest. On the last stretch to Whangamoa, the 

Collins River accompanies the highway. At Whangamoa the Collins River flows into the Whangamoa 

River. 
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POI7-Hira 

 

Distance: 7,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 73,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 10,8 nm 

True Course: 234°  

Magnetic Course: 212°  

The highway turns southwest and initially runs straight through the valley. Through the rising 

mountains, however, it winds its way to Hira. You should probably also gain some altitude. 

POI8-Boulder Bank 

 

Distance: 3,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 77,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 7,2 nm 

True Course: 294°  

Magnetic Course: 272°  

The highway takes you to Wakapuaka, a small town, before you reach the sea. 

Bolder Bank separates Nelson Haven, an extensive mudflat over 8 kilometers long and up to 2 

kilometers wide, from the Tasman Sea. The area is periodically completely flooded and exposed by 

the tides and is home to a large population of mud crabs. 

NZNS-Nelson 

 

Distance: 7,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 84,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 220°  

Magnetic Course: 197°  

Turn south and follow the coast and Nelson Haven to the city of Nelson.  

The airport is located behind the harbor directly at the sea and offers you besides 3 grass runways of 

1659, 1977 and 2369 feet also a paved runway with 4376 feet length. You can also refuel here, the 

gas station is located on taxiway C, pretty much in the middle of the apron. 



  Page 9 / 56 

  



  Page 10 / 56 

LEG 2: NZNS - NZKM  

Departure: Nelson (NZNS) 

Destination: Karamea (NZKM) 

Distance: 92,4 nm 

 

POI9-Motuka River 

 

Distance: 15,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 15,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 76,9 nm 

True Course: 322°  

Magnetic Course: 299°  

After taking off, fly along the coast in a northwesterly direction. First you fly over Rabbit Island and 

then over Moutere Inlet, a shallow tidal estuary that dries out almost completely at low tide. You will 

then fly over the small town of Motuka. North of Motuka, State Highway 60 crosses the Motuka River. 
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POI10-Hawkes Lookup 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 21,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 70,6 nm 

True Course: 311°  

Magnetic Course: 288°  

Northwest of the bridge, Highway 60 leads into a valley. Fly into it and follow the highway. The 

highway winds up the mountain on the north side. At the Hawkes lookout you have a fantastic view 

down into the valley. 

POI11-Takaka 

 

Distance: 3,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 25,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 66,7 nm 

True Course: 273°  

Magnetic Course: 251°  

Following the highway, ahead of you are the Takaka Hills, a range of hills consisting of marble that has 

taken on many strange shapes due to weathering and has numerous sink holes. Immediately after, the 

hills drop 1500 feet into the valley where Highway 60 meets the Takaka River. 

POI12-Takaka River 

 

Distance: 12,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 54,5 nm 

True Course: 356°  

Magnetic Course: 334°  

Follow the valley north to the coast. From the western side, the Waingaro River and the Anatoki River 

flow into the Takaka River. 

The Waingaro River caused flooding in the Takaka Plains during Easter 2016 and January 2017. The 

Anatoki River is one of the rivers with the greatest gradient.  
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POI13-Parapara Inlet 

 

Distance: 7,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 45,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 46,9 nm 

True Course: 314°  

Magnetic Course: 292°  

Fly northwest along the coast to Parapara Inlet, a shallow natural harbor and estuary of the river of the 

same name at the village of Parapara. 

POI14-Aorere River 

 

Distance: 2,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 44,0 nm 

True Course: 246°  

Magnetic Course: 224°  

Ignore the Parapara River and fly west across the plain to the Aorere River. Follow it upstream in a 

southerly direction. 

A severe storm hit the area on December 28, 2010, washing away two bridges, including the historic 

and recently restored Salisbury Swing Bridge. 

POI15-Clark River 

 

Distance: 9,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 58,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 34,4 nm 

True Course: 229°  

Magnetic Course: 206°  

The landscape is still flat and easy to survey. Follow the Aorere River southwest until after about 10 

nautical miles the Clark River flows in from the east, at the foot of the Wakamarama Range. 
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POI16-Spey River 

 

Distance: 6,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 64,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 27,6 nm 

True Course: 177°  

Magnetic Course: 155°  

You continue flying upstream the Aurere River in a southerly direction. After a few miles the Spey 

River flows in from the west. 

POI17-Aorere Lake 

 

Distance: 8,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 73,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 19,3 nm 

True Course: 229°  

Magnetic Course: 207°  

The Spey River drains Aorere Lake near Aorere Saddle, which you can get to by following the river.  

POI18-Ugly River 

 

Distance: 2,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 75,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 16,5 nm 

True Course: 221°  

Magnetic Course: 199°  

Fly over the saddle and follow the valley beyond to the southwest until you hit the Ugly River. 
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POI19-Karamea River 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 82,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 10,2 nm 

True Course: 167°  

Magnetic Course: 145°  

The Ugly River joins the Karamea River about 7 nautical miles to the south. 

NZKM-Karamea 

 

Distance: 10,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 92,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 256°  

Magnetic Course: 233°  

From here, the Karamea River flows south-southwest through steeply sloping valleys and reaches its 

floodplain 10 kilometers offshore. It passes the small settlements of Umere and Arapito and flows into 

the Tasman Sea near the community of Karamea. 

North of the mouth is the airport at an elevation of 25 feet. Here you can fill up your fuel after landing 

on the 3003-foot asphalt runway. 
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LEG 3: NZKM - NZMR  

Departure: Karamea (NZKM) 

Destination: Murchison (NZMR) 

Distance: 81,5 nm 

 

POI20-Little Wanganui River 

 

Distance: 8,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 8,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 73,1 nm 

True Course: 189°  

Magnetic Course: 167°  

The first part after the start of the 3rd stage is a relaxed trip along the coast south to the mouth of the 

Little Wanganui River. 

When you arrive at the mouth, you have two alternatives for your onward journey. One is to follow the 

coast to the mouth of the Mikihinui River. If you follow this option, you will continue at the Mokihinui 

River waypoint. You can also choose the more challenging alternative through the mountains, along 

Highway 67. 
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POI21-Karamea Highway 67 (1) 

 

Distance: 1,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 10,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 71,2 nm 

True Course: 132°  

Magnetic Course: 110°  

Southeast, State Highway 67 takes you into the mountains. 

POI22-Karamea Highway 67 (2) 

 

Distance: 3,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 13,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 68,0 nm 

True Course: 181°  

Magnetic Course: 158°  

The route of the highway leads south. You pass Lake Hanlon on the way and follow the road until it 

turns southwest. 

POI23-Karamea Highway 67 (3) 

 

Distance: 6,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 19,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 62,0 nm 

True Course: 220°  

Magnetic Course: 197°  

The highway winds around the mountains and hills. At Corbyvale, the valley opens up a bit before the 

highway runs along a ridge. 



  Page 17 / 56 

POI24-Mokihinui River Bridge 

 

Distance: 2,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 21,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 59,6 nm 

True Course: 266°  

Magnetic Course: 243°  

The road changes its main direction once again to the west, guiding you to the Mokohinui River, where 

the highway crosses the river. 

POI25-Mokihinui River 

 

Distance: 1,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 23,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 58,3 nm 

True Course: 284°  

Magnetic Course: 261°  

At Mokuhinui and Summerlea, the Mokihinui River empties into the Tasman Sea. At the rugged 

headwaters of the river, beyond Seddonville, the river divides into two arms, a northern and a 

southern. The catchment area of these two arms is a large inland basin with almost entirely unaltered 

forest. 

POI26-Buller River 

 

Distance: 20,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 43,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 37,8 nm 

True Course: 229°  

Magnetic Course: 206°  

Now you can relax a bit and follow the coast or Highway 67 southwest to the town of Westport. There 

is the mouth of the Buller River. On the way you will pass the mouth of the Ngakawau River, the 

Waimangaroa River and the Orowaiti River. The airport of Westport is not a stage destination, but you 

can fly to it for refueling. It is located directly at the mouth of the river. 
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The Buller River is one of the longest rivers in the country, flowing 170 kilometers from Lake Rotoiti 

into the Tasman Sea. The Buller River upstream from Murchison, along with the Mangles River, is a 

popular destination for whitewater kayakers and recreational anglers. The river has the highest flow of 

any New Zealand river at high tide. 

POI27-Lower Buller Gorge 

 

Distance: 6,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 49,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 31,7 nm 

True Course: 149°  

Magnetic Course: 126°  

Follow the Buller River upstream into the interior. South of Westport, Highway 6 branches off from 

Highway 67. Shortly after the turnoff, you'll encounter the Lower Buller Canyon. 

The Buller River flows through the deep canyon between Murchison and Westport. State Highway 6 

runs along the river, but well above the canyon. The Stillwater - Westport Line railroad also runs 

through the canyon. 

POI28-Inangahua River 

 

Distance: 12,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 19,2 nm 

True Course: 94°  

Magnetic Course: 71°  

You pass the mouth of the Ohikanui River before the river of the same name flows into the Buller River 

from the south at Inangahua. This is also where the Upper Buller Gorge begins. 
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POI29-Buller River Bend 

 

Distance: 5,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 67,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 13,8 nm 

True Course: 40°  

Magnetic Course: 17°  

A few miles northeast is a prominent loop of the Buller River. At the bridge is a popular exit point for 

kayak tours through the Upper Buller Gorge. 

POI30-Buller Gorge Swing Bridge 

 

Distance: 7,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 75,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 6,1 nm 

True Course: 84°  

Magnetic Course: 61°  

New Zealand's longest swing bridge with a length of 110 meters spans the Buller River about 14 

kilometers downstream from Murchison. Unfortunately, the bridge is not visible in the simulator. There 

is also a zipline across the gorge in this area and several short bushwalks are offered. 

POI31-Maruia River 

 

Distance: 1,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 76,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 4,7 nm 

True Course: 145°  

Magnetic Course: 122°  

Only about 1.5 nautical miles upstream, the Maruia River joins the Buller River from the south. 
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NZMR-Murchison 

 

Distance: 4,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 81,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 97°  

Magnetic Course: 74°  

East of Buller Gorge is the town of Murchison, at the mouth of the Matakitaki River, which enters the 

Buller River from the south. The grass runway, which is only 1630 feet short, is located directly at the 

mouth at an elevation of 525 feet. The magnetic deviation is 22.9 degrees east. You can't refuel at this 

airfield, so hopefully you have plenty of fuel left. 
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LEG 4: NZMR - NZGE  

Departure: Murchison (NZMR) 

Destination: Lake Haupiri/Gloriavale Christian Community Airport (NZGE) 

Distance: 62,3 nm 

 

POI32-Glenroy River 

 

Distance: 12,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 12,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 50,1 nm 

True Course: 176°  

Magnetic Course: 153°  

Take off and fly south into the valley from which the Matakitaki River flows. After about 12 nautical 

miles, the valley splits. The Matakitaki River enters from the east and the Glenroy River joins the 

Marakitaki from the south. To the southwest is a higher valley with a road leading into it. 
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POI33-Highway 65 

 

Distance: 4,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 16,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 45,7 nm 

True Course: 225°  

Magnetic Course: 202°  

Fly through the small valley in a southwesterly direction. At the end you will meet Highway 65, which 

runs in the now following valley in north-south direction. 

POI34-Maruia River 

 

Distance: 15,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 32,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 30,0 nm 

True Course: 189°  

Magnetic Course: 166°  

Follow Highway 65 south. At another valley on the right you will meet the Maruia River. Just before the 

river changes direction, the highway crosses the Maruia River. 

POI35-Brown Grey River 

 

Distance: 5,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 24,8 nm 

True Course: 218°  

Magnetic Course: 195°  

Highway 65 meets State Highway 7 at Springs Junction and you continue along the valley. On the 

right side you will see the Brown Grey River flowing out of a side valley. 
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POI36-Blue Grey River 

 

Distance: 2,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 39,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 22,6 nm 

True Course: 210°  

Magnetic Course: 187°  

Fly along the river. On your left side the Blue Grey River flows into the Brown Grey River. 

POI37-Upper Grey River 

 

Distance: 5,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 45,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 17,0 nm 

True Course: 239°  

Magnetic Course: 216°  

In the further course after the confluence the river is called Upper Grey River. A little further on, the 

Robinson River flows in from the southeast and the Upper Grey River winds its way to the northwest. 

POI38-Ahaura River 

 

Distance: 8,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 53,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 8,8 nm 

True Course: 236°  

Magnetic Course: 213°  

You hold your course and fly into the forested valley ahead. Shortly after, on your left, the Nancy River 

flows out of the mountains. At the end of the valley, it joins the Ahaura River. 
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POI39-Haupiri River 

 

Distance: 2,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 55,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 6,6 nm 

True Course: 286°  

Magnetic Course: 263°  

Just 2 nautical miles west of the Ahaura River, the Haupiri River empties. 

POI40-Lake Haupiri 

 

Distance: 5,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 60,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 1,6 nm 

True Course: 230°  

Magnetic Course: 207°  

Follow the Haupiri River upstream. After a short time it winds to the west. Depending on your altitude, 

you can see Lake Ahaura between the mountain ranges on your right. At the next bend of the river to 

the south, Lake Haupiri is on your right. 

NZGE-Lake Haupiri/Gloriavale Christian Community Airport 

 

Distance: 1,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 197°  

Magnetic Course: 173°  

South of Lake Haupri is your next stop. The airport is at an elevation of 693 feet and has an asphalt 

runway. There is also a gas station, but it is not located by the parking lots, but about 100 meters 

before, at the edge of the runway. 
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LEG 5: NZGE - NZHR  

Departure: Lake Haupiri/Gloriavale Christian Community Airport (NZGE) 

Destination: Hanmer Springs Airport (NZHR) 

Distance: 81,6 nm 

 

POI41-Lake Brunner 

 

Distance: 11,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 11,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 70,4 nm 

True Course: 262°  

Magnetic Course: 238°  

After taking off, you look around. There are two hills to the west. Fly between them. You will fly over 

two small lakes, Lady Lake and Kangaroo Lake, and over the Crooked River before reaching Lake 

Brunner. 
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POI42-Taramakau River 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 17,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 64,1 nm 

True Course: 174°  

Magnetic Course: 151°  

When you are about halfway across the lake, turn south and fly between the two mountains. Behind 

them runs the Taramakau River. It rises in the southern Alps, near Harper Pass. 

POI43-Otira River 

 

Distance: 7,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 25,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 56,5 nm 

True Course: 102°  

Magnetic Course: 79°  

Turn left and follow the river. The largest tributaries are the Otira River and the Otehake River. The 

valley of the Otira forms the western approach to Arthur's Pass 

POI44-Harper Pass 

 

Distance: 11,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 36,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 45,2 nm 

True Course: 81°  

Magnetic Course: 58°  

About 11 more nautical miles down the valley is the source of the Taramakau River. Just beyond it is 

Harper Pass. 

Harper Pass is 962 feet above sea level and was formerly called Hurunui Pass or sometimes 

Taramakau Pass. When the West Coast gold rush began in 1864, the pass became a much-used 

crossing and remained so until October 1865, when a trolley road opened over Arthur's Pass and the 

route over Harper Pass fell into disuse. It was restored as a hiking route in the 1930s. Today, the 
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entire length of the Harper Pass Track is part of Te Araroa, a long-distance hiking trail that stretches 

some 3,000 kilometers along the country's two main islands. 

POI45-Hurunui River (Lake Summer) 

 

Distance: 14,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 51,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 30,3 nm 

True Course: 82°  

Magnetic Course: 59°  

On the other side of the pass, the Huruni River flows into the valley. Your way leads you along the 

valley until the river dams up in Lake Summer. 

POI46-Hope River 

 

Distance: 4,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 55,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 26,2 nm 

True Course: 18°  

Magnetic Course: 354°  

About halfway across Lake Summers you will see a valley with a small lake on the north side. Fly 

through the valley and after about 4 miles you will come to the Hope River. The Hope River originates 

at Hope Pass in the Southern Alps. The pass is the main watershed of the South Island. 

POI47-Boyle River 

 

Distance: 7,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 18,8 nm 

True Course: 74°  

Magnetic Course: 51°  

Turn east and follow the Hope River to the mouth of the Boyle River. Also leading out of the Boyle 

River valley is State Highway 7, which subsequently runs alongside the Hope River. 
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POI48-Waiau Uwha River 

 

Distance: 6,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 69,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 12,0 nm 

True Course: 88°  

Magnetic Course: 64°  

After another 6 nautical miles, you will reach Hope River's confluence with the Waiau Uwha River. 

In 2018, the name of the river was officially changed from Waiau River to Waiau Uwha River to reflect 

its original Maori name and to distinguish it from the longer Waiau River in the south of the South 

Island. 

NZHR-Hanmer Springs Airport 

 

Distance: 12,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 81,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 79°  

Magnetic Course: 55°  

You keep your course and follow the course of the Waiau Uwha River through the valley. The valley 

opens to the Hanmer Plain and the river widens considerably. As the river winds south, Highway 7A 

branches off from Highway 7 and takes you north. At the fourth eastbound turnoff from Highway 7A, a 

small road takes you directly to the 1091-foot grass airstrip. You cannot refuel at this airstrip. 
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LEG 6: NZHR - NZDF  

Departure: Hanmer Springs Airport (NZHR) 

Destination: Darfield Airport (NZDF) 

Distance: 86,8 nm 

 

POI49-Highway 7 

 

Distance: 9,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 9,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 77,5 nm 

True Course: 176°  

Magnetic Course: 153°  

Return to the Waiau Uwha River and follow the river through the gorge. At the beginning of the gorge, 

you will fly over the Waiau Ferry Bridge, which was built in 1887. At the end of the valley is another 

bridge over the river before Highway 7 and the course of the river separate. 
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POI50-Hurunui 

 

Distance: 10,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 19,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 67,0 nm 

True Course: 198°  

Magnetic Course: 174°  

The highway now shows you the way south. You cross the Pahau River before you meet the Hurunui 

River again at Hurunui. At the island with the two bridges the Waitohi River flows into the Hurunui 

River. 

POI51-Waipara River 

 

Distance: 11,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 31,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 55,2 nm 

True Course: 183°  

Magnetic Course: 159°  

Continue along Highway 7 in a southerly direction. You fly over Waikari before the terrain becomes 

more hilly and you come to Weka Pass. In the following plain, Highway 7 meets the well-known State 

Highway 1, right next to the Waipara River. 

POI52-Waipara River Mouth 

 

Distance: 5,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 49,7 nm 

True Course: 162°  

Magnetic Course: 138°  

About 5 nautical miles downstream, the Waipara River empties into Pegasus Bay in the Pacific Ocean. 



  Page 31 / 56 

POI53-Waimakariri River 

 

Distance: 14,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 51,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 34,9 nm 

True Course: 195°  

Magnetic Course: 171°  

Fly south along the coast. First you pass the mouth of the Kowai River and the Ashley River before 

you reach the mouth of the Waimakariri River. 

South of the Waimakariri River lies Christchurch. It is the largest city in the South Island and the 

second largest city in New Zealand after Auckland, based on the population of the metropolitan area.  

Between September 2010 and January 2012, the city was hit by a series of earthquakes, the most 

devastating of which occurred on February 22, 2011, killing 185 people and severely damaging 

thousands of buildings in the city. 

POI54-Waimakariri Gorge Bridge 

 

Distance: 28,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 80,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 6,2 nm 

True Course: 274°  

Magnetic Course: 250°  

Fly over the Waimakariri River upstream. Shortly after each other, two bridges cross the river. After 25 

nautical miles further west, the Waimakariri Gorge is located and another bridge crosses the river. 

The Waimakariri rises on the eastern flank of the Southern Alps. In its upper reaches, the river is 

mostly branched and has wide gravel beds. As it approaches the Canterbury Plains, it crosses a belt 

of mountains and is forced into a narrow gorge before returning to its meandering form for the crossing 

of the plains.  
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NZDF-Darfield Airport 

 

Distance: 6,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 86,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 257°  

Magnetic Course: 233°  

On the left, in front of the high mountains, you can see two chains of hills. In the middle of the plain 

between the hills is Darfield Airport, your next stop. The two grass runways are at an elevation of 1198 

feet and have a length of 2809 and 2786 feet. Fuel for your plane is not available. 
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LEG 7: NZDF - NZMV  

Departure: Darfield Airport (NZDF) 

Destination: Hakatere Airstrip (NZMV) 

Distance: 58,9 nm 

 

POI55-Selwyn River 

 

Distance: 3,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 3,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 55,7 nm 

True Course: 192°  

Magnetic Course: 168°  

South of the airport is a small gap between the hills. Fly through it and you will meet a road. Turn right 

and follow the road to the Selwyn River. 
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POI56-Selwyn River Gorge 

 

Distance: 3,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 7,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 51,8 nm 

True Course: 291°  

Magnetic Course: 267°  

The Selwyn River comes out of a small gorge. Follow it upstream through the gorge. As the valley 

widens, a stream enters a gravel bed. The Selwyn River continues to the left in the direction of flight. 

POI57-Selwyn River Valley 

 

Distance: 2,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 10,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 48,9 nm 

True Course: 239°  

Magnetic Course: 215°  

Continue to follow the Selwyn River. Soon you will see it flowing out of the mountains into the valley. 

POI58-Rakaia River 

 

Distance: 6,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 16,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 42,5 nm 

True Course: 243°  

Magnetic Course: 219°  

Maintain your course through the open valley. There is a small lake on your left. The valley widens and 

in front of you is a lonely hill. Fly past it on your left to the Rakaia River. 

The Rakaia River is a famous Chinook salmon fishery and has been designated an Important Bird 

Area because it hosts breeding colonies of the endangered Laughing Gull. The river is also known for 

its large population of skimmers. Other important bird species that use the riverbed include the black 

tern and the banded petrel. 
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POI59-Matthias River 

 

Distance: 20,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 21,8 nm 

True Course: 308°  

Magnetic Course: 284°  

Turn northeast and fly upstream over the Rakaia River. Smaller streams flow from the mountains into 

the river. On the right side, depending on the altitude, you will see Lake Coleridge and shortly after 

that the Wilberforce River flows into the Rakaia. The next mouth is already the Matthias River. 

POI60-Cameron River 

 

Distance: 5,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 43,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 15,9 nm 

True Course: 242°  

Magnetic Course: 219°  

Leave the three grass runways of Manuka Point Lodge Airstrip on the right and follow the Rakaia River 

to the mouth of the Cameron River from the south. 

POI61-Lake Heron 

 

Distance: 7,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 50,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 8,0 nm 

True Course: 163°  

Magnetic Course: 139°  

Follow the Cameron River to the south. After the valley widens, you can already see Lake Heron and 

Mount Sugarloaf to the left. 
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NZMV-Hakatere Airstrip 

 

Distance: 8,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 58,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 184°  

Magnetic Course: 160°  

Continue flying south through the valley, past Mount Sugarloaf and Lake Hill. Beyond the Maori Lakes 

is the 2514 foot runway of Hakatere Airstrip. Located at an elevation of 2038 feet, there is only a 

pristine runway here. Of course, there is no fuel here. 
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LEG 8: NZMV - NZTL  

Departure: Hakatere Airstrip (NZMV) 

Destination: Tekapo Aerodrome (NZTL) 

Distance: 83,0 nm 

 

POI62-Lake Emma 

 

Distance: 4,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 4,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 78,8 nm 

True Course: 219°  

Magnetic Course: 195°  

The Ashburton River flows to the south of the runway. Fly over the river in a southwesterly direction. 

You cross a road and smaller lakes that are part of the Ashburton Lakes. In front of the mountain 

range is Lake Emma. 
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POI63-Potts River 

 

Distance: 8,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 13,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 70,1 nm 

True Course: 291°  

Magnetic Course: 267°  

Turn right and fly over Lake Clearwater. The road that runs between the two lakes will take you to the 

Potts River. 

POI64-Rangitata River 

 

Distance: 28,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 41,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 41,3 nm 

True Course: 145°  

Magnetic Course: 121°  

Turn left and fly over the mouth of the Potts River into the Rangitata River. Filming for the Edoras set 

of "The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers" and "The Return of the King" was done in this valley, on 

and around Mount Sunday. Mount Sunday is about 2 nautical miles upstream from the mouth of the 

Potts River, on the banks of the Rangitata, if you want to take a little detour. 

Follow the Rangitata River downstream to the southeast. Beyond Rangitata Gorge, the river winds 

south and you follow it to the next bridge. 

The Rangitata is the most heavily fished river in the Central South Island region, with a self-sustaining 

Chinook salmon fishery. Salmon account for about 75% of the angling activity on the river, with other 

species including brown trout, rainbow trout, and brook trout. 

POI65-Orari River 

 

Distance: 4,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 46,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 36,8 nm 

True Course: 198°  

Magnetic Course: 174°  
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At the bridge, leave the Rangitata and follow Route 72 south to the Orari River. You should already 

have it in sight. Just before the bridge over the Orari River, you will meet State Highway 79. 

The river has been designated an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International because it is home to 

breeding colonies of the endangered Laughing Gull. 

POI66-Speechlys Bridge 

 

Distance: 12,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 59,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 24,1 nm 

True Course: 260°  

Magnetic Course: 236°  

Now follow Highway 79, which first leads you in a southerly direction before heading west into the 

mountains after Geraldine. Before you reach the mountains, you will pass Hae Hae Te Moana River. 

The valley opens up again and before a gorge it crosses the Opuha River with the Speechlys Bridge. 

POI67-Opihi River 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 65,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 17,8 nm 

True Course: 261°  

Magnetic Course: 237°  

Highway 79 navigates you further through Cattle Valley to the Opihi River at Fairlie.  

The banks of the river around the settlement of Waitohi were the site of some of the first attempts at 

flight by aviation pioneer Richard Pearse. 

NZTL-Tekapo Aerodrome 

 

Distance: 17,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 83,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 288°  

Magnetic Course: 264°  
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At Fairlie, Highway 79 meets Highway 8. Follow Highway 8 and the Opihi River northwest. In the wide 

valley, the river winds and flows from the south from its source at Burkes Pass. Continue along 

Highway 8 to Lake Tepako. Your next stop is west of town. The airport is at an elevation of 2476 feet, 

has a 2860 foot paved runway, and also has a fueling station on the south side of the apron. 

Lake Tekapo is the second largest of three roughly parallel lakes, along the northern edge of the 

Mackenzie Basin. 
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LEG 9: NZTL - NZWA  

Departure: Tekapo Aerodrome (NZTL) 

Destination: Hawea Downs (NZWA) 

Distance: 97,4 nm 

 

POI68-Lake Pukaki 

 

Distance: 16,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 16,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 80,6 nm 

True Course: 229°  

Magnetic Course: 205°  

Fly west to Lake Pukai. The Pukai River drains at the southern end of the lake.  

Lake Pukai is the largest of the three alpine lakes. All three lakes were formed when the terminal 

moraines of retreating glaciers blocked their respective valleys and developed into reservoirs.  
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POI69-Lake Benmore 

 

Distance: 21,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 38,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 59,1 nm 

True Course: 175°  

Magnetic Course: 151°  

Follow the Pukai River south. After a few miles it joins the outflow from Lake Tekapo, the Tekapo River 

to form the Waitaki River. To the south of this is Lake Benmore. Fly over the lake until it widens to the 

west. 

Lake Benmore is the largest man-made lake in New Zealand and was dammed in the 1960s by the 

construction of the Benmore Dam. 

POI70-Ahuriri River 

 

Distance: 9,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 49,3 nm 

True Course: 297°  

Magnetic Course: 273°  

Fly over the western arm of the lake, Ahuriri Arm. It is fed by the Ahuriri River. At the community of 

Omarama, State Highway 8 crosses the river. 

Much of the upper portion of the river is a popular fly fishing spot for both brown and rainbow trout. 

A notable rock formation, the Omarama or Ahuriri River Clay Cliffs, is located near the north bank of 

the river, about 10 kilometers west of the community of Omarama. They are a special tourist attraction 

and are privately owned. 
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POI71-Clay Cliffs 

 

Distance: 10,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 58,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 39,2 nm 

True Course: 260°  

Magnetic Course: 235°  

Follow the river and the highway west. Behind the Clay Cliffs, the two separate. 

The cliffs are composed of silt and gravel layers formed during glacial erosion about two million years 

ago and are part of the Hawkdun Group of sediments. The cliffs were uplifted by the nearby Ostler 

Fault. 

POI72-Tarras 

 

Distance: 25,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 83,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 13,6 nm 

True Course: 216°  

Magnetic Course: 192°  

Fly into the valley where Highway 8 runs. The highway will be your guide for the next nearly 30 

nautical miles. Along the way, you'll cross Lindis Pass, fly along part of the Lindis River, over Cluden 

Hill Summit until Highway 8A branches off in a wide valley near Tarras. 

POI73-Clutha River 

 

Distance: 11,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 95,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 2,0 nm 

True Course: 320°  

Magnetic Course: 296°  

Turn west and follow the highway to the Clutha River. Fly over the river upstream. Before your next 

stop, you will pass the Wanaka airport, where you could refuel. 
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NZWA-Hawea Downs 

 

Distance: 2,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 97,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 13°  

Magnetic Course: 349°  

Past the small ridge of hills north of the Wanaka airport and north of the river, you turn north and are 

already almost perfectly aligned with the 2844-foot-long Hawea Downs dirt runway. It is at an elevation 

of 1057 feet. 
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LEG 10: NZWA - NZHT  

Departure: Hawea Downs (NZWA) 

Destination: Haast Aerodrome (NZHT) 

Distance: 65,7 nm 

 

POI74-Lake Wanaka 

 

Distance: 3,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 3,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 62,2 nm 

True Course: 267°  

Magnetic Course: 243°  

Off we go to the lakes and fjords in the southwest of the South Island of New Zealand. 

East and south of the airfield the Hawae River flows south into the Clutha River. Just 2 nautical miles 

to the west, the Clutha River rises as an outflow from Lake Wanaka. 

Lake Wanaka is the fourth largest lake in New Zealand. It is 278 meters above sea level and more 

than 300 meters deep. Lake Wanaka lies in a U-shaped valley formed by glacial erosion during the 

last ice age more than 10,000 years ago. It is fed by the Matukituki and Makarora Rivers and is the 

source of the Clutha River. 

The western shore of the lake is lined with high peaks that rise to more than 2000 meters above sea 

level. Along the eastern shore, the land is also mountainous, but the peaks are slightly lower. 

Nearby Lake Hawea lies in a parallel valley carved by a neighboring glacier eight kilometers to the 

east. At their narrowest point, a rocky ridge called The Neck, the lakes are only 1000 meters apart. 
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POI75-The Neck 

 

Distance: 13,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 17,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 48,5 nm 

True Course: 4°  

Magnetic Course: 340°  

On the western shore is the mouth of the Matukituki River into the lake. However, you fly towards the 

peninsula, which you can fly around on both sides. A little further north on the east shore you will pass 

"The Neck", the ridge that separates Lake Wanaka from Lake Hawea. 

POI76-Makarora River 

 

Distance: 8,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 25,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 40,5 nm 

True Course: 358°  

Magnetic Course: 334°  

The Makarora River flows in at the northern end of the lake. The river is a popular destination for 

anglers, jet boaters and kayakers. Rainbow and brown trout migrate from Lake Wanaka up the river 

and its tributaries to spawn, especially in the fall and winter. 

POI77-Haast Pass 

 

Distance: 14,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 39,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 26,4 nm 

True Course: 33°  

Magnetic Course: 9°  

Follow the Makarora River north into its headwaters at Haast Pass. First the Wilkin River enters from 

the west, and after the Makarora Airstrip on the east bank, the Young River flows in from the west. 

Other rivers and streams follow, feeding the river from both sides, including the Blue River and Fish 

River. 
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Just before Haast Pass, you'll notice the Makarora River flowing into the valley from its source to the 

east. Haast Pass is one of three passes where a road crosses the Southern Alps - along with Lewis 

Pass and Arthur's Pass. 

POI78-Wills River 

 

Distance: 3,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 43,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 22,5 nm 

True Course: 20°  

Magnetic Course: 355°  

Beyond the pass, the Haast River also flows into the valley from the east. Follow the river until the 

Wills River flows in from the east and the Haast River turns west.  

The river lies within the Te Wahipounamu World Heritage Area.  

POI79-Landsborough River 

 

Distance: 4,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 47,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 17,9 nm 

True Course: 22°  

Magnetic Course: 358°  

The Haast River shows you the way ahead. State Highway 6 accompanies the river practically along 

its entire length. At the Gates of Haast Bridge it changes to the right side. At Pleasant Flat, where the 

valley widens, the State Highway changes again to the left side. Following this, the Landsborough 

River enters from the northeast. 

NZHT-Haast Aerodrome 

 

Distance: 17,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 65,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 291°  

Magnetic Course: 267°  
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Follow the Haast River west on its way into the Tasman Sea. The last bridge is located near the coast, 

just past the airport. At 737 meters, it is the longest single-lane road bridge in New Zealand and the 

seventh longest New Zealand bridge. 

Haast Aerodrome is located west of the river at an elevation of 14 feet. The runway is paved and 2362 

feet long. You can refuel at Haast Aerodrome. 
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LEG 11: NZHT - NZMF  

Departure: Haast Aerodrome (NZHT) 

Destination: Milford Sound (NZMF) 

Distance: 80,0 nm 

 

POI80-Turnball 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 6,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 73,7 nm 

True Course: 250°  

Magnetic Course: 226°  

You now fly along the coast in a southwesterly direction. Behind an offshore sandbank the rivers 

Okuru, Turnball and Hapuka flow into the sea. 
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POI81-Jackson Bay 

 

Distance: 9,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 15,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 64,5 nm 

True Course: 250°  

Magnetic Course: 226°  

Shortly thereafter, Jackson Bay follows. Here the Waiatoto River and the Arawhata Rivers flow into the 

Tasman Sea. 

POI82-Cascade River 

 

Distance: 15,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 30,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 49,1 nm 

True Course: 253°  

Magnetic Course: 229°  

Behind the second headland, next to the Cascade Lagoon Airstrip, the Cascade River flows in. 

POI83-Gorge River 

 

Distance: 11,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 42,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 37,3 nm 

True Course: 218°  

Magnetic Course: 194°  

You continue flying along the coast and see how the Hope River flows into the sea. At the small grass 

runway, the Gorge River Airstrip, the river of the same name flows into the sea. 
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POI84-Big Bay 

 

Distance: 9,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 51,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 28,2 nm 

True Course: 225°  

Magnetic Course: 201°  

Big Bay, also called Awarua Bay, is a deep inlet 40 kilometers north of Milford Sound and immediately 

north of Martins Bay. The bay is eight kilometers wide and extends eight kilometers into the South 

Island, forming an almost square indentation in the coastline. Its northern end is Awarua Point. 

Immediately beyond Long Reef, the rocky point at the southern end, are the mouth of the Hollyford 

River and Martins Bay. Big Bay has a sandy beach called Three Mile Beach. The Awarua River 

empties into the bay at the northern end of the beach. 

POI85-Martins Bay 

 

Distance: 5,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 57,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 22,9 nm 

True Course: 215°  

Magnetic Course: 191°  

Martins Bay is located immediately south of Big Bay on the northern tip of Fiordland. The Hollyford 

River empties into the Tasman Sea via Martins Bay. The area around the bay is uninhabited and only 

connected to the land via the Hollyford Track, a popular hiking route.  

POI86-Kaipo River 

 

Distance: 3,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 60,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 19,5 nm 

True Course: 224°  

Magnetic Course: 200°  

Next, the Kaipo River flows into the Tasman Sea. Fly fishing is very popular on the Kaipo River. 
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POI87-Milford Sound 

 

Distance: 11,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 71,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 8,3 nm 

True Course: 208°  

Magnetic Course: 184°  

After you pass the mouth of the Wolf River, you will recognize Milford Sound, a fjord that belongs to 

Fiordland National Park, Piopiotahi Marine Reserve and Te Wahipounamu World Heritage Site. It was 

voted the best tourist destination in the world in an international survey and is considered the most 

famous tourist destination in New Zealand. 

Milford Sound was formed by glaciation over millions of years. It runs 15 kilometers inland from the 

Tasman Sea, at Dale Point, and is surrounded by steep cliffs that rise 1,200 meters or more on either 

side. Peaks include "The Elephant," said to resemble an elephant's head, and "The Lion," which is 

shaped like a crouching lion. There are two permanent waterfalls in Milford Sound, Lady Bowen Falls 

and Stirling Falls. 

NZMF-Milford Sound 

 

Distance: 8,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 80,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 139°  

Magnetic Course: 115°  

Fly into the fjord. At the end you can already see the small airport of the village Milford Sound. The 

village and the fjord are one of the most visited places in New Zealand with about one million day 

visitors per year. 

The airfield has a 2499 foot paved runway at 10 feet. You can also refuel here. 
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LEG 12: NZMF - NZQN  

Departure: Milford Sound (NZMF) 

Destination: Queenstown (NZQN) 

Distance: 53,4 nm 

 

POI88-Homer Saddle 

 

Distance: 6,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 6,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 47,3 nm 

True Course: 153°  

Magnetic Course: 129°  

First east, then south, Highway 94 runs out of Milford Sound. Fly along the highway to Homer Pass / 

Homer Saddle. The Cleddau River runs parallel to the highway at the beginning. You will have to climb 

to over 5000 feet. It may be better to do this in the wider fjord rather than the narrow valley. 

The road connection to Milford Sound was first envisioned by William H. Homer. Homer proposed 

building a tunnel underneath the pass, as it was at an elevation of 1,375 meters. It was not until 1935 

that the project was undertaken. Work progressed slowly, and it took until 1953 for the Homer Tunnel 

to be opened. Until the 1970s, the road was closed in winter, but now it is open all year round. 
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POI89-Hollyford River 

 

Distance: 5,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 11,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 41,5 nm 

True Course: 118°  

Magnetic Course: 94°  

You must fly over the pass. Behind it, however, you will recognize the highway again and follow it. 

Shortly after the pass, in the Gertrude Valley, the Hollyford River rises. Follow the river and the road 

until they separate at Pop's View. 

POI90-Lake Howden 

 

Distance: 1,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 13,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 40,2 nm 

True Course: 113°  

Magnetic Course: 88°  

Turn east, but do not follow the highway. In front of you is the 918 meter high Key Summit, which you 

fly around to the north and then turn south. You will see Lake Howden next to Key Summit. 

POI91-Lake McKellar 

 

Distance: 2,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 16,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 37,4 nm 

True Course: 175°  

Magnetic Course: 151°  

Fly through the valley and you'll come to Lake McKellar next. 
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POI92-Greenstone River 

 

Distance: 8,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 24,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 29,1 nm 

True Course: 149°  

Magnetic Course: 124°  

Fly over the lake and follow the valley. The Greenstone River drains from Lake McKellar. You can also 

use the river as a navigational aid. About 8 nautical miles south, the river changes direction to the 

northeast. 

POI93-Elfin Bay 

 

Distance: 5,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 29,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 23,9 nm 

True Course: 56°  

Magnetic Course: 31°  

After the Greenstone River joins the Caples River, it flows into Lake Wakatipu just a mile to the west at 

Elfin Bay. With a length of 80 kilometers, it is the longest lake in New Zealand. The lake is very deep. 

Its bottom is below sea level, with a maximum depth of 380 meters. Lake Wakatipu is located at an 

altitude of 310 meters at the southern end of the Southern Alps. 

POI94-Lake Wakatipu 

 

Distance: 10,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 40,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 13,2 nm 

True Course: 155°  

Magnetic Course: 130°  

Fly in a southerly direction over the lake. At Mount Nicholas it winds to the east. 
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NZQN-Queenstown 

 

Distance: 13,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 53,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 70°  

Magnetic Course: 45°  

Turn east and keep to the northern shore. Fly over the small bay at Queenstown and ahead of you is 

the town's airport. It has two paved runways, one 6209 feet long, the other 2924 feet. The altitude is 

1164. 

So you are at your destination for the trip across the South Island. We at Nordheim Missions hope you 

enjoyed it, wish you a good stay in Queenstown and would be happy to accompany you on another 

mission. 
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