
 

New Zealand - North Island 
The journey across the North Island of New Zealand takes you through picturesque landscapes, 

wonderful coastal areas and to some film locations of "Lord of the Rings". 

In the first part you fly over the North Island, from north to south. You fly with the DA62. The plane has 

sufficient speed to cover the distances and has a good climb rate to fly over the volcanoes between 

the Kaimai Range and the Rakumara Range. 

Note: The magnetic variation in New Zealand is very high. At the departure airport it is 18.8 degrees 

east and in Wellington 22.9 degrees east. The compass directions in the navigation log refer to the 

true compass direction without consideration of the magnetic deviation. 

During your trip you will need to refuel and there is plenty of fuel at almost all airfields. But you must 

remember this! 

No. of Legs: 10 

Total distance: 951 nm 
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LEGS 

LEG 1: NZKT - NZKO  

Departure: Kaitaia (NZKT) 

Destination: Kaikohe (NZKO) 

Distance: 69,0 nm 

 

POI1-Kaitaia 

 

Distance: 3,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 3,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 65,5 nm 

True Course: 204°  

Magnetic Course: 185°  

South of the airport is the town of Kaitaia at the foot of the Aupouri Peninsula, the last major settlement 

on State Highway 1. Fly over Kaitaia, and at the southwest end you'll spot a road leading out of town. 
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POI2-Wainui Marae 

 

Distance: 4,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 8,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 60,8 nm 

True Course: 232°  

Magnetic Course: 213°  

Follow this road along the mountains. Behind the quarry on the left side, a small road branches off into 

the mountains. 

POI3-Herekino 

 

Distance: 5,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 13,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 55,3 nm 

True Course: 165°  

Magnetic Course: 146°  

The road leads you through a short valley to a natural harbor near Herekino, called Herekino Harbour. 

Fly over Herekino Harbour to the open sea.  

POI4-Awaroa River 

 

Distance: 3,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 17,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 51,9 nm 

True Course: 230°  

Magnetic Course: 212°  

Continue along the coast in a southerly direction. After a few miles you will come to the mouth of the 

Awaroa River. The Awaroa River is a short river. It flows only 12 kilometers in a southwesterly 

direction and its mouth forms one of the two arms of Whangape Harbour. The other is the mouth of the 

Rotokakahi River. 
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POI5-Hokianga 

 

Distance: 5,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 23,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 46,1 nm 

True Course: 150°  

Magnetic Course: 131°  

Further along the coast is the long sandy Mitimiti Beach before you get to Hokianga. Hokianga is an 

area around Hokianga Harbour, also known as the Hokianga River - an elongated estuary valley. 

POI6-Waimea River 

 

Distance: 11,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 34,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 34,5 nm 

True Course: 142°  

Magnetic Course: 123°  

Fly into the Hokianga Harbour. On the right, in front of a prominent peninsula, the Waimea River flows 

in. 

POI7-Waihou River 

 

Distance: 18,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 52,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 16,4 nm 

True Course: 43°  

Magnetic Course: 24°  

Fly over the small narrows and follow the Hokianga Harbour to the mouth of the Waihou River.  
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POI8-Lake Omapere 

 

Distance: 9,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 61,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 7,1 nm 

True Course: 98°  

Magnetic Course: 79°  

Shortly after, State Highway 1 crosses the river. You now follow the road to Lake Omapere. Lake 

Omapere is the largest lake in the Northland region of New Zealand.  

The lake is located within the Kaikohe-Bay of Islands volcanic field. The lake was formed when an 

ancient lava flow blocked a valley and formed the northern shoreline. 

NZKO-Kaikohe 

 

Distance: 7,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 69,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 175°  

Magnetic Course: 156°  

Shortly thereafter, Highway 1 meets State Highway 15. Follow Highway 15 south to Kaikohe. South of 

town is the town's 4878-foot grass runway at 550 feet elevation. You can't refuel here. 
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LEG 2: NZKO - NZGB  

Departure: Kaikohe (NZKO) 

Destination: Great Barrier (NZGB) 

Distance: 106,6 nm 

 

POI9-Mangakahia River 

 

Distance: 10,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 10,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 96,1 nm 

True Course: 172°  

Magnetic Course: 153°  

After takeoff, continue following State Highway 15 south to the left of the airport. You cross the 

Punakitere River south of the airport. After passing a small lake, you will see the Tawapuku River, 

which runs parallel to the road until it joins the Awarua River. 

The Awarua River and Highway 15 are your companions until the river joins the Mangakahia River. 
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POI10-Titoki 

 

Distance: 12,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 22,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 84,1 nm 

True Course: 124°  

Magnetic Course: 104°  

You follow the Mangakahia River and State Highway 15 in a southeasterly direction. At Titoki the 

highway crosses the river. On the way, near Pakotai, the Opouteke River and a little further to the east 

the Hikurangi River flow into it. 

POI11-Maungatapere 

 

Distance: 7,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 30,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 76,3 nm 

True Course: 99°  

Magnetic Course: 80°  

The highway continues to show you the way to the east and you cross the Wairua River. At 

Maungatapere, Highway 15 meets State Highway 14. 

POI12-Whangarei 

 

Distance: 5,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 35,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 71,2 nm 

True Course: 74°  

Magnetic Course: 55°  

Now follow Highway 14 to the left. It will take you to Whangarei, where it meets State Highway 1. 
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POI13-Busby Head 

 

Distance: 13,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 58,0 nm 

True Course: 126°  

Magnetic Course: 106°  

You can already see the Hatea River in front of you, making its way through a wide bay to the sea. At 

Whangarei Falls near Tikipunga, the Hatea River plunges 26 meters over a cooled basalt lava flow.  

Follow Hatea Harbour towards the sea and fly over Whangarei Airport to the mouth. A prominent 

headland from the north, Busby Head, is the next waypoint. 

POI14-Marotere Islands 

 

Distance: 9,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 58,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 48,1 nm 

True Course: 101°  

Magnetic Course: 82°  

In front of you, you can already see the island chain Hen and Chicken Islands. The archipelago got its 

English name from the British navigator and explorer, Captain James Cook, who sighted it on 

November 25, 1769, when the ship anchored in Bream Bay. 

Head for the northern islands, the Marotere Islands. 

POI15-Pokohinu 

 

Distance: 18,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 77,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 29,7 nm 

True Course: 92°  

Magnetic Course: 73°  

Fly over the islands and keep the course to the open sea. After a few minutes you will see the small 

island Gropper Island or also called Tatapihi and behind it the Flax Islands. The largest of these 
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islands is Burgess Island - Pokohinu. Most of these islands are managed as nature reserves and 

wildlife sanctuaries. Landing is not allowed without a permit. The only exception is Burgess Island. 

POI16-Great Barrier Island 

 

Distance: 15,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 92,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 14,3 nm 

True Course: 131°  

Magnetic Course: 111°  

Turn right and fly over the small island of Motukino. On the horizon you can see Great Barrier Island, 

which you are now heading for. 

With an area of 285 square kilometers, it is the sixth largest island in New Zealand. Its highest point, 

Mount Hobson, is 627 meters above sea level. Originally, the island was exploited for its minerals and 

kauri trees and was used for agriculture only on a small scale. Most of the island is now a nature 

reserve. 

POI17-Rakitu Island 

 

Distance: 7,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 100,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 6,4 nm 

True Course: 120°  

Magnetic Course: 100°  

Circle the island clockwise. Heading south, you'll see Rakitu Island on your left, an uninhabited island 

off Great Barrier Island. The island is located about 4 kilometers from Whangapoua Beach and 

protects the bay. 
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NZGB-Great Barrier 

 

Distance: 6,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 106,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 187°  

Magnetic Course: 168°  

After the short trip to Rakitu Island you fly further south along the coast and reach the Great Barrier 

Aerodrome, your next stopover. The airport is located directly behind a white sandy beach. The only 

runway open is the 10/28 made of asphalt with a length of 3006 feet. The airport is at an elevation of 

18 feet above sea level and has a magnetic deviation of 19.7 degrees east. You can refuel your plane 

here. 
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LEG 3: NZGB - NZTH  

Departure: Great Barrier (NZGB) 

Destination: Thames (NZTH) 

Distance: 81,1 nm 

 

POI18-Great Barrier Island (East) 

 

Distance: 5,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 5,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 75,4 nm 

True Course: 138°  

Magnetic Course: 119°  

After takeoff, fly back to the east coast of the island and then turn south. At the easternmost point of 

Great Barrier Island you will see another island on the horizon. 



  Page 15 / 50 

POI19-Cuvier Island 

 

Distance: 13,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 19,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 61,6 nm 

True Course: 124°  

Magnetic Course: 104°  

Fly to this island, Cuvier Island. Here are the lighthouse, built in 1889, and the wreck of the old 

HMNZS Philomel, sunk on August 6, 1949, near the island, after being decommissioned and stripped 

of useful equipment. 

POI20-Great Mercury Islands 

 

Distance: 8,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 28,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 52,8 nm 

True Course: 181°  

Magnetic Course: 161°  

To the south of Cuvier Island lies Great Mercury Island, which you are now heading for. Strictly 

speaking, it is the Mercury Islands, a group of seven islands. The largest island gave it its name. 

POI21-Ohinau Island 

 

Distance: 9,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 38,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 43,0 nm 

True Course: 152°  

Magnetic Course: 132°  

When you reach the coast, adjust your course to the east-southeast and fly over the island. When you 

reach the south end, you will see the smaller islands of the archipelago to your left, the Coromandel 

Peninsula to your right, and the small island of Ohinau Island in front of you. Fly to this island. 
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POI22-Mercury Bay 

 

Distance: 7,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 45,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 35,6 nm 

True Course: 240°  

Magnetic Course: 220°  

Turn west and head for the Coromandel Peninsula. Follow its coast southwest to Mercury Bay. 

The Coromandel Peninsula extends 85 kilometers north from the western end of the Bay of Plenty and 

forms a natural barrier protecting the Hauraki Gulf and the Firth of Thames in the west from the Pacific 

Ocean in the east. At its widest point, it is 40 kilometers across. On a clear day, the peninsula is 

clearly visible from Auckland, the country's largest city, which lies 55 kilometers to the west.  

POI23-Cathedral Cove 

 

Distance: 3,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 32,5 nm 

True Course: 137°  

Magnetic Course: 117°  

Leave Mercury Bay on the right and fly to the opposite shore. There you will find Cathedral Cove off 

the town of Hahei. 

With attractions such as a natural rock arch and the neighboring beaches of Cathedral Cove, the area 

is very popular with tourists and is visited by around 150,000 people annually. 

POI24-Mount Paku 

 

Distance: 10,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 59,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 21,6 nm 

True Course: 161°  

Magnetic Course: 141°  
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Follow the coast further south. Near Pauanui is Mount Paku, a small mountain in the mouth of the 

Tairua River.  

POI25-Hikuai 

 

Distance: 6,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 65,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 15,6 nm 

True Course: 222°  

Magnetic Course: 202°  

Fly into the natural harbor Tairua Harbour. North of the Tairua River is State Highway 25, follow the 

river and highway to Hikuai where the highway crosses the river. 

The Tairua River is a clean and clear freshwater river. It is equipped with a large rock bed. There are 

several large fish to catch in the Tairua, with rainbow trout being the most popular. 

POI26-Highway 25A 

 

Distance: 4,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 69,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 11,3 nm 

True Course: 207°  

Magnetic Course: 187°  

Continue flying along the river. In the mountains, it turns south. Continue following it through the 

narrow valley until it meets State Highway 25A. The highway is hard to see between the trees, but just 

before you get there you'll see a clearing on the right with a side road. 

POI27-Waihou River 

 

Distance: 9,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 78,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 2,2 nm 

True Course: 249°  

Magnetic Course: 229°  
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Turn right and follow the highway. It winds up the mountains and you will probably have to climb a bit. 

After the pass, the highway winds back down into the valley. Be careful not to lose sight of it. It takes 

you to Kopu, where a historic bridge crosses the Waihou River.  

At its lower reaches, the river, along with the nearby Piako River, forms the vast Hauraki Plains alluvial 

plain. In 1879, the Awotonga Falls were destroyed with dynamite to allow navigation on the river. 

Other parts of the river were made navigable in the same way in the years before. 

NZTH-Thames 

 

Distance: 2,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 81,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 344°  

Magnetic Course: 324°  

Just about 2 nautical miles north of the bridge is your next stop: Thames Airport. The longer grass 

runway is just under 3000 feet long and is at an elevation of 11 feet. You can also refuel at this airfield. 

The refueling station is a direct extension of the taxiway. 
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LEG 4: NZTH - NZME  

Departure: Thames (NZTH) 

Destination: Mercer (NZME) 

Distance: 108,0 nm 

 

POI28-Kauaeranga River 

 

Distance: 0,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 0,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 107,3 nm 

True Course: 333°  

Magnetic Course: 312°  

About one kilometer north of the airport, the Kauaeranga River flows into the Firth of Thames. The 

Firth is located at the southern end of the Hauraki Gulf, southeast of the city of Auckland.  
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POI29-Matingarahi Point 

 

Distance: 15,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 15,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 92,1 nm 

True Course: 305°  

Magnetic Course: 285°  

Cross the fjord west-northwest to the opposite side. There is a road to the north, which you follow. Just 

past Matingarahi Point, the road turns west. 

POI30-Kawakawa Bay 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 22,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 85,8 nm 

True Course: 300°  

Magnetic Course: 280°  

Follow this road. From Orere Point you will be accompanied by the Orere River. The road soon turns 

north and leads you to Kawakawa Bay. 

POI31-Ponui Island 

 

Distance: 3,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 26,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 82,1 nm 

True Course: 2°  

Magnetic Course: 342°  

Fly over Pakihi Island, across the bay to the larger Ponui Island, which lies beyond. 

Ponui Island, also called Chamberlin's Island, is a private island in the Hauraki Gulf, east of Auckland. 

The island is home to New Zealand's only feral donkey breed, the "Ponui donkey" as well as New 

Zealand's national bird, the kiwi. The donkeys are descended from three specimens released in the 

1880s. 
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POI32-Waiheke Island 

 

Distance: 6,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 32,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 76,0 nm 

True Course: 303°  

Magnetic Course: 283°  

Fly along the west coast of Ponui Island and cross the Gulf to Waiheke Island. Waiheke Island is the 

second largest island after Great Barrier Island in the Hauraki Gulf. 

POI33-Motuihe Island 

 

Distance: 5,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 70,1 nm 

True Course: 276°  

Magnetic Course: 255°  

Keep south of the island and you will come to Motuihe Island. 

POI34-Auckland 

 

Distance: 8,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 46,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 61,4 nm 

True Course: 261°  

Magnetic Course: 241°  

Keep roughly on course and fly north past the small island of Browns Island. On the left side you can 

already see the first suburbs of Auckland. 

After a few miles you will reach the port of Auckland and the city center. With a population of just over 

1.4 million, it is the largest city in New Zealand, home to about a third of the country's population. The 

landscape of multicultural Auckland is dominated by 53 inactive volcanoes, between which the city 

stretches. The city owes its extensive parks, which extend into the city center, to these volcanoes. The 
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city's location on sheltered bays also contributes significantly to Auckland's image, not least because 

of the numerous sailboats, which earned the city the nickname City of Sails. 

POI35-Henderson Bridge 

 

Distance: 4,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 50,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 57,3 nm 

True Course: 244°  

Magnetic Course: 224°  

Fly over the bridge at the end of the harbor and keep to the left bank until you come to another bridge. 

This connects Auckland with Henderson via the Rosebank peninsula. Henderson is a large suburb of 

West Auckland. It is 13 kilometers west of the city center and two kilometers west of the Whau River. 

POI36-Manukau Harbour 

 

Distance: 3,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 54,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 53,6 nm 

True Course: 182°  

Magnetic Course: 162°  

Fly south across the isthmus from Auckland to Manukau Harbour. Manukau Harbour is the second 

largest natural harbor in New Zealand in terms of area and flows into the Tasman Sea. 

POI37-Manukau Harbour Mouth 

 

Distance: 10,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 65,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 43,1 nm 

True Course: 229°  

Magnetic Course: 209°  

Follow the northern shore of the natural harbor to the mouth of the Tasman Sea. 
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POI38-Waikato River 

 

Distance: 22,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 86,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 21,1 nm 

True Course: 156°  

Magnetic Course: 136°  

Turn left and follow the coast south to the mouth of the Waikato River. 

The Waikato River is the longest river in New Zealand and flows for 425 kilometers through the North 

Island. It rises on the eastern slopes of Mount Ruapehu and flows through Lake Taupo, the largest 

lake in New Zealand. The river's present course was largely formed about 17,000 years ago. 

Contributing factors were climate warming, reforestation of the upper reaches, and deepening rather 

than widening of the existing river channel.  

POI39-Mercer 

 

Distance: 17,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 104,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 3,7 nm 

True Course: 69°  

Magnetic Course: 49°  

Follow the river inland. At Mercer, you'll meet a highway you've encountered a few times before: State 

Highway 1, where the Waikato River, coming from the south, winds its way west to the ocean. 

NZME-Mercer 

 

Distance: 3,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 108,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 71°  

Magnetic Course: 51°  
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Maintain your course and follow the small road that leads you to the Mercer Aerodrome. The airport is 

located at an altitude of 16 feet and offers you a 3621 feet long asphalt runway. You can also refuel 

here. 
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LEG 5: NZME - NZWK  

Departure: Mercer (NZME) 

Destination: Whakatane (NZWK) 

Distance: 129,4 nm 

 

POI40-Whangamarino River 

 

Distance: 3,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 3,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 125,9 nm 

True Course: 236°  

Magnetic Course: 216°  

After takeoff, fly west back to the Waikato River and follow it south to the mouth of the Whangamarino 

River. The natural Whangamarino River system, especially the main branch, has been heavily 

modified by the flood control system of the lower Waikato River. 
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POI41-Rangiriri 

 

Distance: 9,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 12,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 116,9 nm 

True Course: 158°  

Magnetic Course: 138°  

You can continue to follow State Highway 1 or the Waikato River in a south-southeasterly direction. 

The highway route is a bit shorter but more boring. At Rangiriri the river and the highway meet again. 

At an island a bridge crosses the river. 

East of Rangiriri is Lake Waikare. Due to its shallow depth of less than two meters and the heavy use 

of fertilizers in the surrounding agricultural areas, the lake's water is in poor condition. 

POI42-Waipa River 

 

Distance: 13,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 26,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 103,1 nm 

True Course: 177°  

Magnetic Course: 156°  

Continue south along the river. To the right of your flight path are Lake Whangape, Lake Rotongaro, 

Lake Waahi and Lake Puketirini. Further south, east of the mountain range, the Waipa River joins the 

Waikato River at Ngaruawahia. 

POI43-Hamilton 

 

Distance: 7,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 33,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 96,0 nm 

True Course: 133°  

Magnetic Course: 113°  

A short time later, the Waikato River flows through Hamilton. 
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The area of the present city was originally home to several Maori villages, including Kirikiriroa, from 

which the city takes its Maori name.  

Originally an agricultural service center, Hamilton now has a diverse economy and is the third fastest 

growing city in New Zealand after Pukekohe and Auckland. Hamilton Gardens is the region's most 

popular tourist attraction.  

POI44-Hamilton Gardens 

 

Distance: 4,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 91,6 nm 

True Course: 151°  

Magnetic Course: 130°  

In the south of Hamilton is Hamilton Gardens. There are 21 gardens here that represent the art, 

beliefs, lifestyle and traditions of different civilizations and historical garden styles. These gardens are 

divided into the collections of paradise, utilitarian, fantasy, cultural and landscape gardens. 

The park is located south of Highway 1C, which crosses the Waikato River just before. 

POI45-Karapiro Dam 

 

Distance: 13,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 51,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 78,2 nm 

True Course: 122°  

Magnetic Course: 101°  

Follow the Waikato River upstream. You will pass the airport of Hamilton. Check your fuel, you could 

refuel here. In flight direction behind the city of Cambridge is the Karapiro Dam, which dams the 

Waikato to Lake Karapiro. 

The hydroelectric dam is a base-load power plant because it must maintain the flow of water in the 

lower Waikato River even when inflow into the basin is low and demand for electricity is low. Lake 

Karapiro is also an important venue for rowing regattas. 
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POI46-Highway 29 

 

Distance: 6,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 57,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 72,0 nm 

True Course: 101°  

Magnetic Course: 80°  

Follow the lake and State Highway 1 east. When the lake turns south, State Highway 29 branches off 

of Highway 1. 

POI47-Hobbiton Village 

 

Distance: 5,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 66,9 nm 

True Course: 6°  

Magnetic Course: 346°  

Follow Highway 29 first in a northeasterly direction. At the second major intersection, turn north, fly 

over the small creek, and follow the road west into the hills a few hundred yards. At the top you will 

notice a small lake to the north: Bywater Pool. 

Hobbiton Village is a major filming location used for The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit film trilogy. 

It is located on a family-run farm and is now a Tolkien tourist destination. 

POI48-Highway 28 

 

Distance: 10,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 72,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 56,7 nm 

True Course: 97°  

Magnetic Course: 77°  

Fly southeast until you rejoin State Highway 29. Highway 29 intersects State Highway 27 and takes 

you toward the mountains. There it meets Highway 24 and shortly after Highway 28 branches off. 
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POI49-Tauranga Crossing 

 

Distance: 13,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 86,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 43,3 nm 

True Course: 50°  

Magnetic Course: 29°  

You continue to follow the path of State Highway 29 through the mountains. Partly the Wairoa River 

and the Mangakarengorengo River run next to the road. But you follow the highway to Tauranga on 

the east coast. 

POI50-Tauranga Harbour 

 

Distance: 5,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 91,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 38,3 nm 

True Course: 37°  

Magnetic Course: 16°  

The coastal city in the northwest corner of Bay of Plenty is the fifth most populous city in New Zealand. 

The Port of Tauranga is New Zealand's largest port by gross export tonnage and efficiency. 

Keep slightly to the left of the city core and head for the end of the peninsula. At the end of the harbor 

is Mount Mauoa. 

POI51-Pukehina Beach 

 

Distance: 16,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 107,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 21,5 nm 

True Course: 112°  

Magnetic Course: 91°  

Fly north past Tauranga airport and then follow the coast to the east. You fly over Papamoa Beach 

and at the small headland into the sea over Maketu Beach. Behind the peninsula is a bay (Waihi 

Estuary), followed by Pukehina Beach. 



  Page 30 / 50 

NZWK-Whakatane 

 

Distance: 21,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 129,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 115°  

Magnetic Course: 94°  

Before you get to Whakatane Airport, your next stop, the Rangitaiki River flows into the sea. The 

airport is located behind it and offers an asphalt runway with 4174 feet length and a grass runway with 

2402 feet for landing. You can also refuel at this airport. 
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LEG 6: NZWK - NZWO  

Departure: Whakatane (NZWK) 

Destination: Wairoa (NZWO) 

Distance: 118,3 nm 

 

POI52-Whakatane River 

 

Distance: 4,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 4,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 113,5 nm 

True Course: 108°  

Magnetic Course: 87°  

You continue to follow the coast to the east and after about 5 nautical miles you reach the mouth of 

the 95 kilometer long Whakatane River. 
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POI53-Waioeka River 

 

Distance: 12,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 17,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 100,9 nm 

True Course: 104°  

Magnetic Course: 83°  

After flying over Ohiwa Harbor, a natural harbor, you will arrive at the mouth of the Waioeka River and 

the Otara River, which share a common estuary. 

POI54-Waioeka 

 

Distance: 17,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 34,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 83,5 nm 

True Course: 168°  

Magnetic Course: 147°  

Follow the Waioeka River, the right of the two, upstream into the mountains. State Highway 2 runs 

alongside the river to help you navigate. The Waioeka River originates in Te Urewera National Park 

and is 65 kilometers long. 

At Waioeka, Opato Stream joins the Waioeka River and the highway leaves the river. 

POI55-Motu River 

 

Distance: 8,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 43,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 74,9 nm 

True Course: 136°  

Magnetic Course: 114°  

Follow State Highway 2 through the mountains. It winds up and down the mountains several times and 

is sometimes very difficult to see between the trees. After some time, coming from the south, the Motu 

River meets Highway 2. 
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POI56-Matawi 

 

Distance: 3,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 46,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 71,5 nm 

True Course: 66°  

Magnetic Course: 45°  

The Muto River, however, is only a short time the companion of you and Highway 2. At Matawi it flows 

to the north, while you continue to follow the highway in a southerly direction. 

POI57-Waipaoa River 

 

Distance: 16,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 62,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 55,5 nm 

True Course: 116°  

Magnetic Course: 95°  

After a short stretch, the Waihuka River follows the highway, which later joins the Waikohu River. The 

Waikohu River meanders down the valley next to the road until it flows into the Waipaoa River. 

POI58-Poverty Bay 

 

Distance: 14,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 77,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 40,5 nm 

True Course: 162°  

Magnetic Course: 141°  

The river again changes its main flow direction to the south and winds down the valley beside State 

Highway 2 until it empties into the sea at Gisborne via Poverty Bay. 
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POI59-Nuhaka River 

 

Distance: 22,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 100,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 18,0 nm 

True Course: 203°  

Magnetic Course: 182°  

Turn south. Highway 2 first runs along the coast before heading into the mountains. You can relax and 

follow the coast to the mouth of the Nuhaka River west of the Mahia Peninsula, or take the more 

exciting route and follow State Highway 2 through the mountains. 

POI60-Wairoa River 

 

Distance: 15,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 115,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 2,8 nm 

True Course: 269°  

Magnetic Course: 247°  

Fly south of the coast to the west and you will come to the mouth of the Wairoa River. You have 

already encountered a river of the same name near Tauranga, but the two rivers are different bodies 

of water. 

NZWO-Wairoa 

 

Distance: 2,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 118,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 341°  

Magnetic Course: 319°  

Fly over the town of Wairoa at the mouth of the river. Behind it is the airport. The runway is 3019 feet 

long and is at an elevation of 36 feet. You can refuel here as well. 
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LEG 7: NZWO - NZAP  

Departure: Wairoa (NZWO) 

Destination: Taupo (NZAP) 

Distance: 96,6 nm 

 

POI61-Waihua River 

 

Distance: 6,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 6,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 89,7 nm 

True Course: 235°  

Magnetic Course: 213°  

It continues through the hills of New Zealand. West of the airport, State Highway 2, next to a railroad 

line, runs into a valley. It leads you into the estuary of the Waihua River. Just before the Waihua River 

flows into the sea, the highway crosses the river. 
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POI62-Mohaka River 

 

Distance: 7,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 14,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 82,5 nm 

True Course: 273°  

Magnetic Course: 252°  

You continue to follow Highway 2 and at Raupunga the road crosses the Mohaka River. 

POI63-Waikari River 

 

Distance: 7,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 21,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 75,5 nm 

True Course: 242°  

Magnetic Course: 220°  

The road winds through the valley around some hills. From the right, the Waikari River flows through a 

deep bed to the highway. At Putorino the highway crosses the river. 

POI64-Esk River 

 

Distance: 17,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 38,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 58,6 nm 

True Course: 199°  

Magnetic Course: 178°  

The valley widens a bit and further on the highway takes you past Lake Tutira. Further south, there are 

some hairpin turns in the course of the road. Follow it to the coast. A little further south along the 

coast, the Esk River joins Highway 2 and State Highway 5. 
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POI65-Mohaka River 

 

Distance: 17,2 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 55,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 41,4 nm 

True Course: 319°  

Magnetic Course: 297°  

From now on, follow State Highway 5 into the mountains. The Esk River will soon leave you as you 

follow the road. At Te Pohue you will pass a small lake until at Te Haroto the highway crosses the 

Mohaka River. 

POI66-Waipunga 

 

Distance: 17,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 72,7 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 23,8 nm 

True Course: 334°  

Magnetic Course: 312°  

State Highway 5 continues to be your guide. For a short time, the Waipunga River flows parallel to the 

road. Further north you will pass Waipunga Falls before leaving the mountains at the village of 

Waipunga. 

POI67-Lake Taupo 

 

Distance: 21,8 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 94,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 2,0 nm 

True Course: 305°  

Magnetic Course: 284°  

In the flatter area you continue to follow Highway 5 and pass the grass runway of Rangitaiki Airfield on 

the way northwest. Follow the road until you reach Lake Taupo at Taupo and Highway 5 meets the 

already known Highway 1. 



  Page 38 / 50 

NZAP-Taupo 

 

Distance: 2,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 96,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 185°  

Magnetic Course: 164°  

South of the lake is Taupo Airport at an elevation of 1318 feet. It has a 4536 foot asphalt runway and a 

2247 foot short grass runway. Is the grass runway long enough for your plane? You can also refuel at 

Taupo. 
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LEG 8: NZAP - NZWU  

Departure: Taupo (NZAP) 

Destination: Wanganui (NZWU) 

Distance: 95,0 nm 

 

POI68-Tongariro River 

 

Distance: 18,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 18,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 76,4 nm 

True Course: 230°  

Magnetic Course: 208°  

After takeoff, you will fly over Lake Taupo to its southern end, where the Tongariro River flows into. 

Lake Taupo is a large crater lake in the caldera of the Taupo volcano. With an area of 616 square 

kilometers, it is the largest lake in New Zealand by area and the second largest freshwater lake in 

Oceania after Lake Murray in Papua New Guinea. The lake has a maximum depth of 186 meters. It is 

drained by the Waikato River, the longest river in New Zealand. It is a well-known trout water with 

populations of stocked brown and rainbow trout. 
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POI69-Lake Rotoaira 

 

Distance: 6,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 24,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 70,2 nm 

True Course: 211°  

Magnetic Course: 190°  

Fly between the two mountains, cross the smaller Lake Rotopounamu and you come to Lake 

Roroaira. The volcanic cone on the left is Mount Pihanga. On the other side of the saddle to the west 

is the volcanic peak of Tihia. 

POI70-Mount Tongariro 

 

Distance: 7,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 31,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 63,2 nm 

True Course: 210°  

Magnetic Course: 189°  

You should now be gaining altitude quickly, heading towards the Tongariro Massif. 

The Tongariro Massif consists of a collection of volcanic cones that have formed over a period of the 

last 275,000 years. The most active craters are Te Mari, Emerald, North Crater and Red Crater. The 

youngest cone of the Tongariro complex, Ngauruhoe, was formed 2500 years ago and is now the 

highest elevation of Tongariro. Ngauruhoe is often referred to as an independent volcano, but 

geologically it belongs to the Tongariro complex. 

The remains with scattered craters are the result of massive eruptions. Three of the crater lakes are 

called emerald lakes because of their brilliant colors. The last eruption of Tongariro was on November 

21, 2012. 
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POI71-Mount Ruapehu 

 

Distance: 9,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 41,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 53,5 nm 

True Course: 199°  

Magnetic Course: 178°  

South of Tongariro lies Mount Ruapehu.  

Ruapehu, the largest active volcano in New Zealand, is the highest point on the North Island and has 

three main peaks: Tahurangi (2,797 meters), Te Hay (2,755 meters) and Paretetaitonga (2,751 

meters). The deep, active crater lies between the peaks and fills with water between major eruptions. 

On its slopes are the main ski resorts of the North Island and the only glaciers. The most recent 

eruption took place on September 25, 2007. 

Ruapehu was the setting for the novel land of Mordor in the third part of the film adaptation of the 

novel "The Lord of the Rings". 

POI72-Tohunga Junction 

 

Distance: 12,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 54,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 41,1 nm 

True Course: 246°  

Magnetic Course: 224°  

West of the volcano, the Mangaturuturu River flows down the mountain. It meets State Highway 4 from 

a north-south direction. Follow Highway 4 south until it meets Highway 49. 

POI73-Mangawhero River 

 

Distance: 25,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 79,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 15,6 nm 

True Course: 186°  

Magnetic Course: 164°  
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But you continue to follow Highway 4 in a southerly direction, pass the village of Raethi and fly into the 

valley between the mountains. After a short time the Mangawhero River runs next to the highway. 

Follow the road and the river. After more than 25 nautical miles, the highway continues west while the 

river winds south into the valley. 

POI74-Whanganui River 

 

Distance: 8,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 87,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 7,1 nm 

True Course: 238°  

Magnetic Course: 216°  

Continue along the highway until it meets the Whanganui River at Mosquito Point. The Whanganui 

River is the third longest river and the longest navigable waterway in New Zealand. It has an 

approximate length of 320 kilometers. Unlike its northern neighbor, the Waikato River, the Whanganui 

River is much more natural, as it does not flow through a large metropolitan area, but through two 

national parks and is New Zealand's center for river kayaking. 

NZWU-Wanganui 

 

Distance: 7,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 95,0 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 214°  

Magnetic Course: 192°  

Follow the river through the town of Wanganui to its mouth in the sea. The airport is also located there 

at an elevation of 20 feet. There are 3 runways, one asphalt runway 4469 feet long and two sand 

runways, one 2995 feet long and the other 2579 feet long. You can also refuel at this airport. 
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LEG 9: NZWU - NZMS  

Departure: Wanganui (NZWU) 

Destination: Masterton (NZMS) 

Distance: 94,2 nm 

 

POI75-Turakina River 

 

Distance: 7,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 7,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 86,5 nm 

True Course: 143°  

Magnetic Course: 121°  

After takeoff, turn southeast and follow the coast. You will first pass the mouth of the Whangaehu 

River, which has its origin at the southeastern edge of the crater lake of Ruapehu. The next mouth is 

the Turakina River. 
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POI76-Turakina 

 

Distance: 4,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 11,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 82,3 nm 

True Course: 65°  

Magnetic Course: 43°  

Follow the Turakina River until Highway 3 crosses the river at Turakina. 

POI77-Rangitikei River 

 

Distance: 12,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 24,3 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 69,9 nm 

True Course: 139°  

Magnetic Course: 117°  

It continues southeast along State Highway 3. At Ohakea it crosses the Rangitikei River. 

The Rangitikei River has a special meaning for the Maori. Numerous settlement areas are still located 

along its course. In 1897, the river experienced its greatest flood disaster, six bridges were washed 

away along its course and the harbor at its mouth was completely destroyed and never rebuilt. 

POI78-Oroua River 

 

Distance: 8,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 32,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 61,8 nm 

True Course: 131°  

Magnetic Course: 109°  

Leave the Ohakea Military Airport on the right and continue to follow State Highway 3 to the Oroua 

River. 
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POI79-Manawatu River 

 

Distance: 7,5 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 39,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 54,3 nm 

True Course: 141°  

Magnetic Course: 119°  

State Highway 3 continues to be your navigation aid. You come to Plamerston North and fly over the 

town to the Manawatu River. 

The river's name comes from a legend. A leader of the Haupipi-a-Nanaia, Hau, traveled along the 

west coast in search of his wife, Wairaka, who had eloped. When Hau reached what is now the 

Manawatu River, he is said to have stopped and clutched his chest because he was frightened by the 

prospect of crossing such a vast expanse of water. The name of the river is therefore composed of the 

Maori words manawa (heart) and tu (to stand still). But he crossed it, and a few kilometers south of 

Paekakariki, Hau caught up with the fugitives and turned Wairaka into a rock. 

POI80-Pohangina River 

 

Distance: 7,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 47,6 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 46,6 nm 

True Course: 56°  

Magnetic Course: 34°  

Follow the Manawatu River northeast upstream. At Ashhurst the Pohangina River coming from the 

north joins the Manawatu. 

POI81-State Highway 2 

 

Distance: 7,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 55,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 39,0 nm 

True Course: 131°  

Magnetic Course: 109°  
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Continue following the Manawatu River through the gorge on the right. At the end of the gorge, the 

Mangahao River flows in from the south and a little further the Manawatu meets State Highway 2. 

Beyond the bridge is the confluence of the Mangatainoka River and Tiraumea River into the 

Manawatu. 

POI82-Ruamahanga River 

 

Distance: 25,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 80,9 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 13,3 nm 

True Course: 211°  

Magnetic Course: 188°  

You now leave Manawatu and follow State Highway 2 along the Mangatainoka River. The river leaves 

the road and you continue along the highway. A tributary, the Makakahi River, later accompanies the 

highway. 

Behind the village of Eketahuna the landscape rises again and the valley becomes narrower. 

Afterwards you meet the Ruamahanga River. The river is now so polluted by sewage and agriculture 

that it is no longer possible to swim in the river or its tributaries. 

NZMS-Masterton 

 

Distance: 13,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 94,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 174°  

Magnetic Course: 151°  

South, downriver and following the highway, you'll come to Masterton. South of town is the airport of 

your last stopover, just before the Waingawa River. Three grass runways with lengths of 1470 feet, 

3476 feet and 3659 feet as well as a paved runway with 4113 feet are at your disposal. The former is 

probably more unsuitable. The airport is at an elevation of 347 feet above sea level. You could refuel 

here as well. 
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LEG 10: NZMS - NZWN  

Departure: Masterton (NZMS) 

Destination: Wellington Intl (NZWN) 

Distance: 53,2 nm 

 

POI83-Waiohine River 

 

Distance: 8,1 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 8,1 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 45,1 nm 

True Course: 231°  

Magnetic Course: 208°  

The last and supposedly shortest leg of your journey across the North Island of New Zealand is now 

upon us. But it also gives you enough time to explore the area around Wellington.  

West of the airport, Highway 2 leads southwest. Fly over the village of Cateron. Behind it, Highway 2 

crosses the Waiohine River. 
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POI84-Featherston 

 

Distance: 8,4 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 16,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 36,7 nm 

True Course: 245°  

Magnetic Course: 222°  

Stay on Highway 2, which crosses the Tauherenikau River and continues west. In front of the 

mountains is the village of Featherston. 

POI85-Stuart Macaskill Lakes 

 

Distance: 8,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 24,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 28,5 nm 

True Course: 283°  

Magnetic Course: 261°  

Follow Highway 2 up the mountains. At the top you will see the Stuart Macaskill Lakes. 

POI86-Caltex – Stokes Valley 

 

Distance: 8,7 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 33,5 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 19,7 nm 

True Course: 242°  

Magnetic Course: 219°  

Shortly after the two lakes you will see the Hutt River. Follow it and Highway 2 to the southwest. There 

are some settlements in the valley. Behind Upper Hut the highway crosses the Hutt River and you fly 

over 2 golf courses. Shortly after, State Highway 58 branches off from Highway 2. 
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POI87-Pauatahanui 

 

Distance: 4,3 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 37,8 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 15,5 nm 

True Course: 316°  

Magnetic Course: 293°  

You fly behind Highway 58 through the mountains. Before you reach the coast, Highway 58 crosses 

the well-known Highway 1 and in front of you is the Pauatahanui Arm of Porirua Harbour.  

POI88-Porirua Harbour 

 

Distance: 3,6 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 41,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 11,9 nm 

True Course: 242°  

Magnetic Course: 219°  

Keep your course to the natural harbor Porirua Harbour. Fly along its south coast and behind a 

peninsula you will see a bridge. Turn southwest and follow this arm, the Onepoto Arm, of Porirua 

Harbour. 

Both arms of the natural harbor have a relatively large water surface, which still has a depth of 2 

meters and more at low tide. Towards the two exits of the arms, which are 130 meters wide at their 

narrowest points, the channels deepen to 5 to 20 meters due to the increasing current. During a tidal 

change, 65% of the water volume of the natural harbor is exchanged. 

POI89-Wellington Harbour 

 

Distance: 7,0 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 48,4 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 4,9 nm 

True Course: 191°  

Magnetic Course: 168°  
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Fly south. Behind the town of Porirua you will meet State Highway 1 again. Follow it to Wellington 

Harbour. Wellington Harbour is also a natural harbour and was only renamed Wellington Harbour in 

1984. Previously, the harbor was known as Port Nicholson. 

NZWN-Wellington Intl 

 

Distance: 4,9 nm 

Dist. from Dept.: 53,2 nm 

Dist. to Dest.: 0,0 nm 

True Course: 184°  

Magnetic Course: 161°  

You now have several options.  

While the coastline of Wellington Harbour is straight in the west and north, the southern part is 

characterized by the two large bays Lambton Harbour and Evans Bay. The only significant tributary to 

the natural harbor is the Hutt River, whose estuary lies in the northeastern part of the harbor.  

To the south, the natural harbor opens out over an approximately 1.5 kilometer wide entrance to Cook 

Strait between Hinds Point on the east side and Point Dorset on the west side. With a longitude of 

about 12 and a maximum width of 10.1 kilometers, the coastline extends for about 50 kilometers. 

In the middle of the natural harbor are the two islands Mokopuna Island and Matiu Island. The latter is 

by far the larger of the two. Makaro Island is further south, and Barret Reef, just under 1 kilometer 

long, lies in the harbor entrance, east of Palmer Head and Gibraltar Rock. 

To the southwest is Wellington, the capital of New Zealand. Together with the adjacent cities of Lower 

Hutt, Upper Hutt and Porirua, it represents the country's second largest metropolitan area after 

Auckland. Wellington and the western part of Wellington Harbour lie on the Wellington Fault, a tectonic 

fault that runs southwest to northeast and is part of the plate shift between the Australian Plate and the 

Pacific Plate. The plates move against each other at a rate of about 3.5 cm per year. 

After exploring the area, you will land at Wellington International Airport, the destination of this trip 

across the North Island of New Zealand.  

 

We at Nordheim Missions hope you enjoyed it, wish you a good stay in Wellington and would be 

happy to accompany you on the trip across the South Island of New Zealand or any other mission. 
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